	9-12  College and Career Readiness Anchor Standard
	Twelfth Grade Core        

	Language
	STANDARD
	ANNOTATED
	MSD Application 
	Pacing


	Conventions of Standard English

	CCRA.L.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
	L. 11-12.6 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.

a. Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, can change over time, and is sometimes contested.

b. Resolve issues of complex or contested usage, consulting references (e.g., Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary of English Usage, Garner’s Modern American Usage) as needed.
	An understanding of language is essential for effective communication. The inclusion of language standards in their own strand should not be taken as an indication that skills related to conventions, knowledge of language, and vocabulary are unimportant to reading, writing, speaking, and listening; indeed, they are inseparable from such contexts.

To be college and career ready in language, students must have a strong command of the grammar and usage of spoken and written standard English.

Beginning in grade 11, students should be able to apply the understanding that language is ever-changing. Students need to investigate choices in language and usage by using reliable references.

Students at this level should be aware of how to properly use a hyphen.
	Students produce a research driven persuasive paper, written in MLA format, and designed to establish a claim or argument and use valid, authoritative sources to solidify that claim.  Although instructor approach may vary, all courses require a specific caliber and quantity of validated sources, and a provoking and provable thesis.

Students are expected to adhere to proper mechanics of standard English grammar, spelling, punctuation, and capitalization (L.2).  Often, instruction happens throughout this writing process.  Feedback is also given through the narrative and analytical essay assignments. (See W.1, W.2, and W.3).
These assessments also adhere to standards L.3 and L.6.
	The research paper unit happens for three weeks, usually at the beginning of the trimester; the analysis paper, at the end; and the narrative(s) throughout various units.

	CCRA.L.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
	
	
	
	

	
	L.11-12.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

a. Observe hyphenation conventions.

b. Spell correctly.
	
	During the course, students participate in daily and/or weekly exercises in grammar.  The normal format for these exercises is as follows:

Monday: Identify parts of speech from a specific and uniform sentence.

Tuesday: Identify sentence parts within the same sentence.

Wednesday: Identify clauses, sentence type, and purpose.

Thursday: add punctuation and capitalization.

Friday: Diagram the sentence.

This program of sentence exercises prescribes suggested sentences, allowing all students within a course to receive the same sentence experience.

Students are then expected to transfer this knowledge of syntax and structure to their own writing.


	Instructors may alter pacing and focus as they meet the needs of individuals and classes.

	Knowledge of Language 
	Production and Distribution of Writing

	CCRA.L.3 Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening.
	L.11-12.3 Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening.

a. Vary syntax for effect, consulting references (e.g., Tufte‘s Artful Sentences) for guidance as needed; apply an understanding of syntax to the study of complex texts when reading.
	Students in 11th and 12th grades will continue to apply what they know about language to understand HOW language will function in various forms—how a student comprehends when reading and listening and how a student uses style when speaking. Students at this level will also vary the combination of words in a sentence for effect as well as apply an understanding of this syntax to study complex texts when reading.
	As students become familiar with older literature (i.e. Beowulf, Canterbury Tales, Sir Gawain and the Green Knight), students identify and comprehend various structure and usages of the English language.  This standard (and skill) is also utilized through the study of Shakespeare (Taming of the Shrew and/or Macbeth).
	This standard is most useful with the Ango-Saxon, Medieval, and 18th century literature units.

	Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

	CCRA.L.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference materials, as appropriate.
	L.11-12.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades 11–12 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word‘s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.

a. Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different meanings or parts of speech (e.g., conceive, conception, conceivable).

b. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, its etymology, or its standard usage.

c. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).
	CCSS expect that students will grow their vocabularies through a mix of conversations, direct instruction, and reading. Students will determine word meanings, appreciate the nuances of words, and steadily expand their repertoire of words and phrases—preparing them for both college and 21st-century careers.

This will be accomplished through use of the following:

• context clues

• patterns of word changes

• dictionaries and thesauruses

Students at this level should also be able to explain figurative language, word relationships and subtle differences in word meanings. As well, students should be able to explore the subtle differences in words that have similar literal meanings.

Students at this level should be comfortable incorporating appropriate vocabulary into their modes of communication while showing the ability to take the initiative to gather vocabulary that is necessary to understand while reading, writing, speaking, and listening.

To be college and career ready in language, students must come to appreciate that language is as much a matter of craft as rules and be able to choose words, syntax, and punctuation to express themselves and achieve particular functions and rhetorical effects.

General academic words are more likely to appear in written text rather than in speech. They often represent subtle or precise ways to say relatively simple things‖ (saunter instead of walk). They are highly transferable.

Domain-specific words are specific to a domain or field of study. Because of their specificity and close ties to content knowledge, they are more common in informational texts. (CCSS, Appendix A, p.33)
	Students throughout the course, but specifically during the 18th century study, identify specific root words and word parts to promote and retain understanding of unfamiliar words.  For example, students may use specific vocabulary words found within Johnathan Swift’s and Samuel Johnson’s writing, identify the word parts, and use the words in a variety of ways (speaking, writing, listening) to enhance their understanding and acquisition of these words.
	The 18th Century Literature unit usually takes place within about four weeks into the literary units.

	CCRA.L.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.
	L.11-12.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.

a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze their role in the text.

b. Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations.


	
	During the 18th Century and Romanticism Era Unit of study, students identify how figurative language conveys greater understanding of author purpose.  For example, while studying Austen, Bronte, or Dickens, students identify how these authors utilize the tone and mood of words to convey a deeper than surface meanings. 
	This unit often happens about 8 weeks into the trimester.

	CCRA.L.6 Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when encountering an unknown term important to comprehension or expression.
	L.11-12.6 Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.
	
	See L.2 for description and pacing.
	See L.2 for description and pacing.

	
	
	
	
	


